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(Editor's Note: The University of Dayton will award approximately 1,560 degrees at spring
commencement at 10 a.m. on Sunday, May 2, in the University of Dayton Arena. Of those, UD
is expected to confer 1,269 undergraduate degrees, 284 master's degrees and seven doctoral
degrees.)
SERVICE:
SOME GRADUATES TO VOLUNTEER FOR A YEAR, OTHERS JOIN THE ARMY

DAYTON, Ohio - A number of graduating seniors at the University of Dayton are
hearing a call to serve- and answering it.
More than 100 graduating seniors will don green ribbons during the May 2
commencement to symbolize their commitments to social and environmental issues. About 25
graduates will postpone that first job or graduate school to spend a year tutoring
disadvantaged youth or teaching in Peru or China. Another 11 students in the Army Reserve
Officers Training Corps (ROTC) will graduate as commissioned officers, knowing full well they
could end up serving in war-tom Iraq or Afghanistan.
"There's a very strong service concept among these (ROTC) students," noted Lt. Col.
Versalle Washington, chair of the military science department. "People are still seeing service to
country as a primary motivator. We haven't seen a decrease in interest among students (after
Afghanistan and Iraq). We received 67 applicants for 11 slots in next year's freshman class."
Nick Stachler, a 22-year-old management information systems major from St. Henry,
Ohio, will report to flight school at Fort Rucker, Ala., on May 16. He'll spend about a year
learning to fly helicopters, then receive an assignment.
"When I first signed up, I had no idea we'd be at war when I graduated. I did know I'd
go active duty, so I had to prepare. My mindset hasn't changed at all. We're all a little
apprehensive, but excited and ready to go," said Stachler, who received a full four-year
-overOFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS

300 College Park Dayton, Ohio 45469-1679
(937) 229-3241 (937) 229-3063 Fax
www. udayton.edu

scholarship in exchange for serving in the military. "My classmates and friends support what
we do as ROTC cadets and what our futures hold. There are definitely some people fearful of
what people in the military have to face, but that's the choice we made when we signed our
contracts."
Other graduating seniors are serving on a different front- mainly in the war on poverty.
"There's a wide variety of motivation to devoting a year to service," said Nick Cardilino,
director of UD's Center for Social Concern. "Many of these students are very spiritual, very
religious and are responding to a call from God. Others have a Teal deep commitment to
wanting to make the world a better place, to working for justice. Some are just very altruistic.
These are all students who could be doing other things - going to grad school or getting a highpaying job- but have consciously chosen otherwise."
Patrick Elliott, a 22-year-old biocheJ,nistry major in UD's rigorous Honors Program, sees
an opportunity to put his faith in action during a year teaching and leading youth retreats at
Instituto Chaminade Marianistas in Lima, Peru. "A year of service will strengthen my values of
social justice and working for the poor. I feel I have a calling. I plan to enter medical school
afterwards, but I want my life to be dedicated to working with the poor, even as a doctor."
Elliott, who will enter Case Western Reserve University's medical school when he
returns, will receive no pay for the year's work. He's raising money to cover travel, living
expenses and medical insurance. "I don't want this to be a year where I do service and check it
off the list," he said. "It's not something I do in my free time, but something I do with my life."
Two other graduates of UD' s Honors Program also will postpone entry to medical
school. Lisa Kaiser, who organized last year's Christmas on Campus, the biggest annual service
event on campus, will travel to China in July to teach English to university students. As part of
a program through MaryKnoll, a U.S.-based Catholic mission movement, and the Chinese
government, she'll earn between $200 and $300 a month. "Service has been a big part of my
time here at UD," said Kaiser, a biology major from Minster, Ohio, who will enter Ohio State
University's medical school when she returns to the U.S. "I'm feeling a good mixture of fear and
excitement. This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. It will be a year to grow into myself."
Anne Gabonay, a 22-year-old pre-medicine and sociology major from Indianapolis, will
attend medical school at the University of Loyola Chicago next year after teaching through the
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New York Teacher Volunteer Program. "The pay-off, I'm sure, will be much more than I can
ever give in service - an opportunity to foster personal and spiritual growth and interact with
people I would never be able to interact with otherwise," said Gabonay, who participated in
cultural immersions in Cameroon and Guatemala and gave up her spring breaks to perform
community service. "I feel very privileged to have the opportunity of a great education, and I
would really like to do something to share what I've learned."
Kelly Kraft is waiting to hear whether she'll get the opportunity to earn a $125monthly
stipend as a mentor/tutor to disadvantaged children at a group home operated by MercyWorks
in Chicago. The volunteers live together in community and receive an allowance for groceries.
"I've always said I wanted to do something with my life to make a difference. What
'

better thing to do than to go to Chicago and work in a faith-based program and do something
for other people?" said Kraft, a 22-year-old journalism major from Noblesville, Ind., who's
considering eventually going to graduate school to become a social worker.
The Society of Mary (Marianists), the Roman Catholic teaching order that founded the
University of Dayton, values service, primarily to the youth and the poor. On campus between
900 and 1,000 undergraduates each year are involved in some sort of organized service activity.
A record 200 students gave up their spring break this year to engage in myriad volunteer stints,

from building houses for Habitat for Humanity in St. Joseph's, Mo., to working in a homeless
shelter in Chicago. A number of faculty require a service activity as part of their courses.
"I'd say a huge percentage of University of Dayton students are involved in service at
some point," Cardilino said. "A student would really have to go out of his or her way to avoid
doing service before they graduate from here/'
-30For media interviews, contact Nick Cardilino at (937) 229-2576; Lt. Col. Versalle
Washington at (937) 229-3326; Nick Stachler at (937) 627-8767, (334) 421-9034 or
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